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Rover Car Club of Otago.

Suggested & Organised Events 2009
February 09
27th of February-1st March. Queenstown Auto Extravaganza.
www.queenstowncarshow.co.nz or Grant Coburn 027 434 3968
28th of February - 6th of March. Classic Motoring Awards, Nelson

March 09
Wednesday the 4th of March. Monthly meeting University Staff Club
Sunday the 8th of March. Best of British Rally. Cars depart from the Octagon from
9am for Taieri Airport
Saturday the 21st of March. Best of British, Oamaru
Saturday the 28th & Sunday the 29th of March. McLeans Island Vintage Country
Fair.

April 09
Wednesday the 1st of April. Monthly meeting University Staff Club
10th - 13th of April. ARCC Rally, New Plymouth

May 09
Wednesday the 6th of May. Monthly meeting University Staff Club

June 09
Wednesday the 3rd of June. Monthly meeting University Staff Club

July 09
Wednesday the 1st of July. Monthly meeting University Staff Club

August 09
Wednesday the 5th of August. Monthly meeting University Staff Club

September 09
Wednesday the 2nd of September. Monthly meeting University Staff Club

October 09
Wednesday the 7th of October. Monthly meeting University Staff Club
24th-26th of October. Otago Central Railway 130th celebrations, Middlemarch

Monthly meetings 1st Wednesday each month. 15
University Staff Club 7.00pm.



Tank Engine Tales.

Rover took over the Meteor Tank engine project from Rolls Royce
in 1943, as a ‘swop’ for the jet engine work. The Meteor was an
unsupercharged version of the 27-litre V12 Merlin aero engine,
tuned to suit the requirements of big battle tanks.

By January 1950, Rover were producing not only the regular
(petrol) Meteor 27-litre V12 tank engine, developing 620bhp and
1500 ft Ibs of torque, but also a Meteor Diesel with 470bhp. In
addition they had developed an 18-litre V8 ‘Meteorite’ version of
the engine, also in petrol or diesel form.

The Rover Meteor engine powered the Centurion tank, and in its
ultimate fuel-injected form, it was used in the later Conqueror
tank. The Thornycroft ‘Mighty Antar’ tank transporter was fitted
with the Rover Meteorite V8 engine, thus giving the British Army
some useful engine service and parts rationalisation.

At their Acocks Green factory, Rover worked alongside the MoD’s
Fighting Vehicle Engine Research and Development staff, with
extensive special test facilities such as extreme climate cham-
bers. The Rover Meteorite engine was also developed for Marine
applications, including Admiralty and H.M.Customs launches.

Production and development of these very large Rover engines
continued until 1964. There is a technical link with Rover K Series
engines, in that both families use aluminium alloy castings under
compression by long-bolt fixings.

Thanks to Nathan at Autoweb for permission to reprint this article

From The Editor...

Welcome to the first newsletter for 2009.
| hope you all had a chance to relax and enjoy your selves over the Christmas and
New Year period.

| have received an email from Nick Marshall, the Editor of the Wellington Rover
Club’s newsletter.

Nick has asked meto let you all know that if you have a Rover for sale, heis happy
to put afor sale notice in their newsletter.

He has asked meto collect any “for sales” and | will pass them on to him.

Graham Stanton’s 1965 P5 Mk 2 saloon isfor sale.
Thisisaone owner car and itsin good order.
See Norman'’s instalment of Ignition on page 5 for more details.
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Bumper Sticker Suggestion Of The Month

OK, WHO STOPPED PAYMENY ON MY REALITY CHECK?



ROVER CAR CLUB of OTAGO

Minutes of the meeting of members, held in the University Staff Club, 7pm Wed
4th February 2009.

PRESENT
Ross Allan, Terry Bough, Ian & Eleanore Clark, Stuart & Jacqui McCraw,
Alastair Mclnnes, Jan Smith, Jeff Sparrow

APOLOGIES
Ray Pilley, Norman Sparrow

CORRESPONDENCE
Club newsletters received from -Australia, Bay of Plenty, Canterbury. Manawatu,
Nelson

MEMBERSHIP
Resignation nil
Applications  nil

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Subscriptions paid to date  Town 20, Country 26,
Outstanding subs 3

TRIPS & OUTINGS

Classic Motoring Awards Nelson Feb 26/ Mar 6

Queenstown Classic Car Show Feb 27/ Mar 1

Best of British Rally. 8" March. Cars depart from the Octagon from 9am for
Taieri Airport

Club to provide a judge

Taieri Wings & Wheels Day. Taieri Airport. 8" March. $5 adult, $2 children under
12.

Best of British Oamaru March 21st

Classic Motoring Awards Nelson Feb 26/ Mar 6

McLeans Island Vintage Country Fair Mar 28/29

ARCC Rally 2009 New Plymouth 10/13 April

GENERAL BUSINESS
Rover Club Tee-shirts now available $30

Next meeting Wednesday 4"March 2009
asm 5/2/2009

Rover Jetl

British entertainer Jools Holland , has had areplica of Jetl built on areality TV
show called Chop Shop.

Y ou can see somevideo of the event on the internet.
Log on to YouTube on http://www.youtube.com.

Search for “Chop Shop - Episode 5 Introduction” and watch the video.
Next search for “Jools Holland’s Jet One” and see Jools' own Jetl unveiled.

More information and photos of the project can be found at
http://www. dlscoverychannel co.uk/web/chop- shop 2/the-carg/jet-one-car
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For information on the original Rover Jetl, check out the Rover Car Club of
Auckland’s website article at
http://www.rover.org.nz/pages/j et/jet2.htm
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The Bull and the Train

A big city Lawyer was representing the Railroad Company in a
lawsuit filed by an old Farmer.

The Farmer’s prize bull was missing from the paddock through
which therailway line passed.

The Farmer only wanted to be paid the fair value for the missing
bull.

The Lawyer went to see the Farmer and tried to get him to settle
out of court.

The Lawyer did hisbest selling job, and finally the Farmer agreed
to take half the amount hewas originally asking for.

After the Farmer has signed the papers and took his cheque, the
young Lawyer couldn’t resist gloating alittle over his success.

He told the Farmer “you know, | hate to tell you this, old man, but
| put one over you. | couldn’t have won the case. The Engineer on
the train was asleep and the Fireman was in the caboose when the
train went through your farm that day.

| didn’t have one witness to put on the stand. | bluffed you”

The old Farmer replied, “Well, | tell you young fellow. | was allit-
tle worried about winning the case myself.”

“That darn bull came home this morning.”

IGNITION.

February 2009.

All the very best for the New Y ear everyone.

Thisthefirst “Ignition” for 2009 and we are already in February.
Trusting you al had an enjoyable holiday, with family and friends.
Unfortunately | was an apology for our February meeting, but the min-
utes are in the Newsdletter as usual, thanks Alastair.

Two Rover cars for sale are the main focus for my “Ignition” this month.

Firstly, Graham Stanton has decided to sell his one owner 1965 Rover P5
Mk Il Saloon to acaring and proud new owner.

White /Grey with 165,000 miles on the clock.

Warranted and registered, in good order.

If you think this could be you, MAKE and OFFER.

Graham Stanton Ph 03 445 0805.

The second Rover is my 1973 Rover 2000T C for sale.
138,000 kilometres in good all round order.

Registered and warranted.

Almond with bone coloured upholstery. For sale $3000.
Norman Sparrow Ph 03 487 6275

The Toko A & P Show at Milton last year was most relaxing and enjoy-
able with the weather on our side.

Thanks to lan and Eleanore Clark for their efforts on our behalf regard-
ing entry and the placement of cars.

| have not caught up with the Palmerston A & P Show earlier this year
but | believe six Roverswent for arun.

Remember we still have the club monogrammed polo shirts available in
an assortment of sizes all $30-00 each.

New club cloth monogrammed badges with black or red background are
also available at $10-00 each.

ALL THE BEST FOR THE NEW YEAR AND THIS YEARS
ROVES.

Safe & Happy Roving.
Norman & Carleen S.
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VCC

MeolLeans Island, situated on the outskirts of Christchurch, at the
back of the Christchurch International Airport, is a large area of land
that runs alongside the VWaimakariri River and was et aside many
years ago as & recreation area. I is on this land that the Canierbury
branch of the Vintage Car Club of New Zaaland {Inc) has it's head
gquarters, with substantial club rooms, a spares compound, and
developed camping and picnhic sites. All this is situated on 14
hectares of land.

Once a year New Zealand's largest Swap Meet with over GO0 sites,
15 held, covanng most of the 14 hectares and 15 attended by club

members fram all aver New Zealand along with people from Australia.

Thig patch of land is known as Cutler Park, & fitting tribute to Pat
Cutlet the man whose Tore sight was instrumental in securing this
land, but alas did not gat & chance to see the results that we have
achieved 1aday.

Many car club rallies start and/or finish at Cutler Fark, fleld tests are
held on the graunds and many social events are held in the club
roams.

The YCC caters for all vehicles from the first vehicle produced up to
1978 with these being divided into five classes.

Yehicles from gll classes will be on display at the inaugural Mcleans

Istand Yintage Country Fairwith many of them being put through
their paces along with other vehicles from the Canterbury Steam
Fresemnvation Society and the Canterbury Yintage Machinery Club.

Dur next fair will be held in march
2009 on the weskend of the 28th &
29th

Agenda.

Apologies.

Minutes of last A G.M.

Matters arising.

National Secretary’s repon

ARCC Financial report.

Club reports.

Remits.

General business.

Levy 2009, including share of cost for Public Liability Insurance.

Help/New member introduction booklet

Other items

Election of Officers. & Nutional Secretary.

b Assistant National Secretary

Chris Clark

(Encl. Classic Motoring Awards 2009)

National Secretary
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Alastair Mclnnes

PALMERSTON A & P SHOW Feb 7th 2009

lan & Eleanore Clark ( Rover 75)
Stuart & Jacqui McCraw ( P6B)

Alastair Mclnnes ( 623Gsi )

The cars were given a fine welcome by the commentator, and made
Jan Smith ( 600Ti)

We were directed to a specially selected spot overlooking the arena
an impressive display in the Grand Parade.

Members left the Gardens at 9.30am on a chilly and overcast morn-
where the horse trials and the Grand Parade were to be held.

ing , arriving at the show grounds at 10.15am.

Club attendees were :
Grant Smith ( SD1)
Jeff Sparrow (SD1)
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