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Club Contacts
2008 / 2009

Club President Norman Sparrow
20 Milburn St
Dunedin 9012
Ph 03 487 6275
E-mail norspar@clear.net.nz

Secretary / Treasurer Alastair Mclnnes
28 Cranston Street
Andersons Bay
Dunedin 9013
Ph 03 454 5358
E-mail asmcinnes@xtra.co.nz

Newsletter Editor Ray Pilley
5 Walnut Place
Mosgiel
Dunedin 9024
Ph 03 489 0033
E-mail roverl10@windowslive.com

Committee Walton Brown (Technical Officer)
Nick Henderson (Southland Rep.)
Bill Falconer

The Otago Rover Tribune is published by the Rover Car Club of Otago.

The views or opinions expressed by individuals are not necessarily those of
the Club or Editor.

Club Postal Address Post Box 2075
Dunedin 9012

Web: www.trccoo.freeservers.com

Rover Car Club of Otago.
Suggested & Organised Events 2008 / 2009

December 08
Wednesday the 3rd of December. Monthly meeting University Staff Club
Saturday the 13th of December. Toko A & P Show at Milton.

January 09
No monthly meeting in January.

February 09
Wednesday the 4th of February. Monthly meeting University Staff Club
28th of February - 6th of March. Classic Motoring Awards, Nelson

March 09
Wednesday the 4th of March. Monthly meeting University Staff Club
Sunday March the 8th. Wings & Wheels at Taieri Airport

Saturday the 28th & Sunday the 29th of March. McLeans Island Vintage Country

Fair.

April 09
Wednesday the 1st of April. Monthly meeting University Staff Club
10th - 13th of April. ARCC Rally, New Plymouth

May 09
Wednesday the 6th of May. Monthly meeting University Staff Club

June 09
Wednesday the 3rd of June. Monthly meeting University Staff Club

July 09
Wednesday the 1st of July. Monthly meeting University Staff Club

August 09
Wednesday the 5th of August. Monthly meeting University Staff Club

Monthly meetings 1st Wednesday each month.
University Staff Club 7.00pm.
Drinks & Natter



The Stables at Totara Estate From | he editor...
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Bumper Sticker Suggestion Of The Month

CAUTION....1 DRIVE LIKE YOU
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ROVER CAR CLUB of OTAGO

MINUTES of meeting of members, held in the University Staff Club, 7om Wed 6"
November 2008.

PRESENT Walton Brown, Reid Buchan , Stuart & Jacqui McCraw , Alastair Mcln-
nes, Jeff Sparrow, Norman Sparrow.

APOLOGIES
lan & Eleanore Clark, Ray Pilley, Jan Smith

CORRESPONDENCE

Club newsletters received from - Bay of Plenty, Canterbury, Nelson, Waikato.
ARCC newsletter Nov 2008

Lloyd Wilkinson Arrowtown re 1954 P4 for sale

Taieri Wings and Wheels 8" March 2009

MEMBERSHIP
Resignation nil Applications Stuart McCraw  approved

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Subscriptions paid to date- Town 20, Country 26. Outstanding subs 3

TRIPS & OUTINGS

Toko A & P Show Milton 13" December

Taieri Wings & Wheels Day. Taieri Airport 8" March $5 adult, $2 children under 12.
Classic Motoring Awards Nelson Feb 26/ Mar 6

ARCC Rally 2009 New Plymouth 10/13 April

GENERAL BUSINESS

Rover Club Tee-shirts now available $30

Nove Rove 1) Letters of appreciation to be sent to Linda Wilson and Bruce Orbiston
2) Proceeds of raffle $125 to go to ARCC Rally Fund

ARCC Rally 2010 Discussion revolved around alternative venues, Dunedin or

Oamaru , accommodation , catering , Rally Centre ,and places of interest within easy

driving distance (some attendees will have travelled many miles)

Request for Rally Committee members , final decision to be made February meeting

CLOSURE
The meeting closed at 8.30pm, followed by general discussion.

asim 6/11/2008

Bernie & Steph’s “Milky” at the Oamaru Stone Quarry.
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Nove Rove 2008

Leaving Dunedin with directions and questions we travelled the back roadsvia
North East Valley, Mount Cargill and Port Chalmers to Waitati. Then onto
Waikouaiti Domain for morning tea. Leaving there we travelled through
Kakanui onto Oamaru, where we met some members of the Canterbury Rover
Club and had lunch.

After lunch we went on atour of the Whitestone Quarry to see the Limeworks
and where they cut the Oamaru Stone for homes. Then we had awonder around
the Quarry Gardens. They were beautiful. Next we went to a Private Museum
which brought back alot of memories for everyone, it was great. We left there
and headed for our Motels to relax and have alovely meal.

On Sunday we explored the Totara Estate where the first export frozen meat
shipment from New Zealand was sent from. It was sent to Dunedin and was then
shipped overseas.

After that we travelled through more countryside to Burnside Homestead, which
isalovely old home. It was lovely to see al the old furniture and to imagine
how they lived long ago. A county lunch was served which you could eat sitting
on the porch, in the conservatory or in the gardens.

While we were there the Nove Rove prize giving was held. Organisers choice
went to Jan and Grant Smith with Alan & Maureen Brealey 2nd. Philip Red-
mond won best car from the Canterbury Club. Nove Rove Rally winners were
Ross & Venetta Allan with Norm & Jeff Sparrow 2nd.

Raffles prizes were a Christmas cake won by Lesley Kissell from Canterbury
and ahamper basket won by Ray Pilley. Proceeds from the raffleswent to club
fundsfor the next ARCC rally to be run by our club.

Once again thanks to Bernie and Steph for organizing a great weekend of scen-
ery, places to visit, good weather and great company. We all had plenty of
laughs, and are looking forward to next years Nove Rove.

By Glenice Smith.
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IGNITION.
November 2008.

Seventeen Rovers plus one ? atotal of forty people at the Nove Rove Oamaru.
Thank you Bernie and Steph Halford for the organizing and thank you Rover Car
club members and your families for the support. A thoroughly enjoyable and re-
laxing weekend.was had by all.

We found out all about Oamaru stone, its manufacture over thousands of years, its
guarrying, over the years and its uses today from great blocksto fine powder. A
garden of stone statues and ornaments.

Then to the birthplace of the frozen meat industry and its history.

Sundays leisurely drive to a country garden luncheon and prize-giving under the
trees on asunny day in the park, what a way to finish the weekend..

Thanks Canterbury for your support and input.

Congratulations to all the prize and raffle winners. All like a dream really!
Photos galore to follow. Hoping everyone had a safe and enjoyable trip home.

Back to earth on the following Wednesday 6™ November evening meeting there
were fiveregulars plus our newest members Stuart and Jacqui McCraw adding to
our out of town membership. They have a PSB among their vehicle collection.
More details later.

Welcome Stuart and Jacqui.

Some initial discussionsand investigation into the planning for the 2010 ARCC
National Rally has taken place with afew ideas in the pipeline. Suggestions and
volunteers to form a committee would be appreciated, please contact Alastair or
myself.

The club monogrammed polo shirts are available in an assortment of sizes all $30
-00 each. New club cloth monogrammed badges with black or red background
are also available at $10-00 each.

Next on the agenda is the Toko A & P Show at Milton on the 13" December. lan
and Eleanore Clark would welcome you all that day to Milton.
See You There.

Safe & Happy Roving.
Norman S.
President.
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“Jet” Engine Developments.

Rover was selected by the UK Air Ministry to work with Frank Whittle’s
Power Jets Company to develop and make Britain’s first gas turbine jet
engines for aircraft. Between 1940 and 1943, Rover engineers grappled
with this entirely new technology, developing both Whittle's reverse-flow
concept and their own straight-through version of it. Whittle was unhappy
about Rover’s ‘deviation’ from his design, but history proved Rover right. In
mid-1943, in an amicable arrangement, Rover transferred the jet engine
work to Rolls Royce in exchange for an important tank engine project.

In 1945, Rover started to investigate the possibilities of small gas turbine
units for road transport and other applications. They secretly put together
the elements of the world’s very first gas turbine car in 1948/49, basing it
on the then equally secret P4 Rover 75 saloon, cut down into an open
three-seater, with the turbine mid-mounted. The normal piston-engined P4
was revealed at the October 1949 London Motor Show, while “JET 17, as it
was later registered, became public knowledge in March 1950.

The ‘JET’ name caused some misunderstanding; none of the turbine cars
used direct jet thrust like an aircraft does - that would be totally impractical
- instead a power turbine provided drive to the wheels in the usual manner.
JET 1 was one of the very first cars to have disc brakes, fitted in 1952, and
needed especially because the turbine gave no engine braking. Special
high temperature brake fluid also had to be developed for this unique car.

After carrying out a technical appraisal of JET 1, the RAC awarded the
coveted Dewar Trophy to Rover in 1951 for the most outstanding technical
achievement of 1950.

Following significant development of JET 1's turbine, and with an updated
and more streamlined front end, the car was taken to the Jabbeke motor-
way near Ostend in 1952 to set the first speed records for gas turbine cars,
with the highest speed record being 151.965mph over the flying kilometre,
driven by Spen King. The car was still accelerating at 152mph, but the
road wasn't long enough.

Two more versions of a P4 saloon based experimental turbine car were
built, first front engined, then with a rear -mounted turbine. Unlike the other
turbine cars, these derivatives were never shown to the world at large, and
nothing was kept for posterity.
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“NOVE ROVFE"

Report

The “Nove Rove” hasover the last 3 years secured its place on the Rover club calendar
as one of the years top events.

It's always a pain in the bum to organize, but on the day when numbers arrive and we
see people enjoying their weekend it really does make it worth while. It is always im-
portant to me to have the ladies enjoy their weekend as all to often car club runs expect
the ladies to tolerate car talk and grease all weekend. We try to keep the weekend inter-
esting for all.

This year we had some Canterbury club members down to join uswhich was great,
bringing with them some mighty fine cars, in particular alovely old P2 Rover 16 and a
Grey P6 2000 with only 30,000 miles on the clock.

A total of 18 cars attended (17 Rovers) with 40 people from as far North as Rangiora,
far South as Invercargill, far Central as Alexandra and therest from somewhere in be-
tween.

The “Nove Rove” trophy for organizers choice this year was won by Jan and Grant
Smith with their beautiful green 600, Alan and Maureen Breayley’s cool looking
3500s was 2™ and the best Canterbury car went to Philip Redmond’s gorgeous Rover
16.

Rally winnerswere, 1% Ross and Veneta Allan, 2™ Norm and Jeff Sparrow. National
Rally 2010 fund raising raffles were won by Lesley Kissell, Ch-Ch and Ray Pilley,
Mosgiel. There was a profit of $125 made for the Rally funds. | failed to mention at
the Rove that Jan and Grant Smith had donated the fuel vouchersfor the 2 raffles, so a
big thank you to them. Also a“BIG” thank you to everyone for supporting the raffles
once again. | know they can be a pain but alittle money raised each year will make
running our next National rally so much easier.

| am already thinking of ideas and places for the next “Nove Rove’. Thisis definitely a
weekend to mark on your advents calendar for next year.

Once again thank you to all that attended and made the “Nove Rove’ a great success
once again.

Bernie and Steph Halford

For the 1956 Earl's Court Motor Show, Rover engineers Spen King
and Gordon Bashford designed and built the T3 Coupe. This had
four-wheel drive, with a clever variable-track de Dion rear axle,
above which was positioned the 100bhp 2S/100 turbine engine.
Other technical novelties included a glass-fibre body. T3 was used
for extensive road trials, playing a key role in the development of
heat exchangers to reduce the fuel consumption.

The last experimental Rover Turbine road car, and the one closest to
production practicality, was the T4 of 1961. This used the basic
structure of the still-secret ‘P6’ Rover 2000, but with a longer nose,
front wheel drive and a unique independent rear suspension de-
signed to accommodate a large central exhaust duct.

One of the publicity exercises carried out by T4 was to give a demon-
stration lap of the Le Mans circuit just before the 1962 race. One
thing led to another, and towards the end of 1962, Rover had a joint
project under way with the BRM Grand Prix team to run a gas turbine
race car at Le Mans in 1963. Although only giving a ‘demonstration’,
the Rover-BRM car, driven by Graham Hill and Richie Ginther, ran
perfectly to cover 2588 miles over the 24-hours, an average of
107.8mph. This would have secured it 8th place ahead of the works
Porsches had it have been competing normally.

The Rover BRM was stylishly re-bodied and fitted with regenerative
heat exchangers in time for the 1965 Le Mans race, where it did ac-
tually compete. Driven by Graham Hill and Jackie Stewart, the car
had to have its power deliberately reduced when the jet pipe tem-
perature rose, but it still finished successfully in 10th place. It was
later found to have sustained compressor turbine damage, probably
from ingesting some object during practice.

Although the Rover gas turbine project never achieved low enough
power unit costs for a production car, Rover did a lot of business sell-
ing small turbines for a wide range of applications, from auxiliary
power plants in aircraft such as the Avro Vulcan V-bomber to labora-
tory test bed installations for Universities and technical colleges. Ex-
perimental applications included Leyland gas turbine trucks and the
Advanced Passenger Train (APT).

Thanks to Nathan at Autoweb for permission to reprint this article
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