
Rover Car Club 
Of Otago Tribune

May 2008

THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF 
THE  ROVER CAR CLUB OF OTAGO

Web Site: www.trccoo.freeservers.com



Club Contacts

Rover Car Club of Otago.

                  2007 / 2008

Club President

Secretary / Treasurer

Newsletter Editor

Committee

Club Postal Address 

      Web: 

         

  Norman Sparrow

                 Ph 03 487 6275

  Alistair McInnes

      Andersons Bay
                 Dunedin
                Ph 03 454 5358

    
Ray Pilley
5 Walnut Place
Mosgiel
Ph 03 489 0033

Walton Brown (Technical Officer)
     Nick Henderson (Southland Rep.)
     Bill Falconer

                     
The Otago Rover Tribune is published by the Rover Car Club of Otago. 

The views or opinions expressed by individuals are not necessarily those of 
the Club or Editor.

    Post Box 2075 
      Dunedin 9012

             
     

2 15

                

           E-mail  norspar@clear.net.nz

                 

          E-mail asmcinnes@xtra.co.nz

          E-mail janray@e3.net.nz

20 Milburn St
                 Dunedin

28 Cranston Street

www.trccoo.freeservers.com

Suggested & Organised Events 2008

June 08

July 08

August 08

September 08

October 08

November 08

December 08

Monthly meetings 1st Wednesday each month.
University Staff Club 7.00pm.

Wednesday the 4th of June. Monthly meeting University Staff Club

Wednesday the 2nd of July. Monthly meeting University Staff Club
Saturday the 5th of July. Auto Spectacular at the Edgar Centre, Dunedin.

Saturday the 5th of July. Rover Car Club of Otago AGM. Time and venue to be 
advised.

Wednesday the 6th of August. Monthly meeting University Staff Club

Wednesday the 3rd of September. Monthly meeting University Staff Club

Wednesday the 1st of October. Monthly meeting University Staff Club

Wednesday the 5th of November. Monthly meeting University Staff Club
Annual “Nove Rove” Rally. More details to follow

Wednesday the 3rd of December. Monthly meeting University Staff Club

Drinks & Natter
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On pages 10 to 13 is the seventh and final instalment of “The History Of The 
Rover Car Company” released by British Leyland in the 1970s.

Not Your Every Day Rover From The Editor…

This pressed steel P5 estate car conversion suffered from body rigidity prob-
lems and would have cost twice as much as the standard saloon if it had gone 

into production.

This SD1 Ute was at the 2008 ARRC Rally. It is owned by Gavin Hill 
from Nelson.

Part Seven  

There was this car that was driving very slowly down the highway. A 
State Trooper pulls it over. "What have I done wrong, officer?" the 
driver asks. 
"You are going 26mph on a major highway. There is a law against 
that," the officer says to the driver. "You must go at least 50mph." 
"But when I turned on the highway, the sign said 26!" the driver 
replies. 
"HA HA HA!" The officer laughs out loud. "That is because this is In-
terstate 26! The 26 isn't the speed limit!" 
The driver leans back in her car seat and the cop sees another 
woman sitting beside her. She looked as pale as a ghost.
"What happened to her?" the officer asks.
"I don't know, but she has been that way ever since we got off of 
interstate 160."
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MINUTES  of meeting of members, University Staff Club, 7pm Wed  7th May 2008

  Walton Brown, Reid Buchan, Lloyd Meikle, John Moore, Alastair McInnes, Jan 
Smith, Jeff Sparrow. 

Norman Sparrow, Ray Pilley, Bernie Halford.

Club newsletters received from  -  Bay of Plenty, Canterbury, Nelson, Waikato.
ARRC - Minutes and reports  from AGM  21st April 2008
- Circular dated 26th March 2008
- Email from secretary requesting Clubs to consider holding national rallies bi-

annually
Classic Motoring Awards Week 2009    to be held in Nelson from Feb 28 to Mar 6 
2009
Taranaki Rover Club - Enclosing entry forms for ARCC Rally April 10th to 13th  
2009

Resignations - nil.  Applications - nil.

Subscriptions paid to date    Town  24    Country  26,
Subscriptions outstanding   nil

Auto Spectacular 2008  Edgar Centre  Saturday  5th July  2008
Suggested that as this year is the 50th Anniversary of the P5, we feature this model

Rover Club Badges  -  Bernie is investigating costs for grill, patch, lapel  badges, 
and monogrammed tee shirts.
ARCC Rallies – The holding of the Rally either annually or bi annually was dis-
cussed, the general feeling was  (1) that rallies should continue to be held annually, 
alternating between North and South Islands, and (2) that the ARCC AGM con-
tinue to be held at the same time.

To be held on Saturday 5th July 2008, following the Auto Spectacular, venue to be 
determined

The meeting closed at 8pm, followed by general discussion 
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May 2008.

Being unable to attend last months meeting has left me with little to 
write. Thanks to our Secretary/ Treasurers  prompt minutes I can expand 
a little on developments since then, I hope.

Our AGM will be on Saturday 5th July after the Auto-spectacular at the 
Edgar Centre as usual. We have a couple of venues to choose from at our 
next meeting. 
Notice of the AGM is in this edition with the venue to be confirmed at 
Junes meeting and notified in Junes Tribune.

Last Sunday 18th May Carleen and I took part in a pictorial car rally 
around Dunedin for an hour and a half. Blew the cobwebs off the P6B 
and had a enjoyable run despite the cost of filling the tank with 95 octane.
The drive was worth it, smooth and comfortable.

Our theme for the Auto-spectacular would appear to be the 50th Anniver-
sary of the P5, any thoughts would be appreciated.
However the theme for the Auto-spectacular is “A Summer Holiday” 
celebrating 100 years of GM.

With winter now upon us, keep warm and dry drive carefully and I look 
forward to seeing you all at the next meeting.

In the meantime  
Norman & Carleen S.
President.

IGNITION.

Safe & Happy Roving.
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J.K. Starley posing on a typical Rover product of the late 1890s.

Starley’s first motor driven machine, really a pedal tricycle with an electric motor 
in then back axle. The batteries were carried in the wicker container.

A Short History Of Rover, Part 7
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This VW Beetle with a panoramic roof was on show at the Melbourne motor 
show.

Maybe they got some inspiration from this 2000TC with a Triplex Sundym 
glass roof. It was designed to demonstrate how glass could be used in vehicle 
construction as an alternative to metal.

9

Panoramic Roof 
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