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Suggested & Organised Events 2008

March 08

April 08

May 08

June 08

Monthly meetings 1st Wednesday each month.
University Staff Club 7.00pm.

Sunday the 2nd of March-Sunday the 8th of March. NZ Classic Car Rally, 
Cromwell.

Wednesday the 5th of March. Monthly meeting University Staff Club

Sunday the 9th of March. Best of British at Livingstonia Park

Sunday the 16th of March. Meet at Archway Motels, Wanaka for trip up 
West Coast.

Friday the 21st of March-Monday the 24th. ARCC National Rally, Nelson

Saturday the 23rd of February. Taieri Wings & Wheels Taieri Aero Club, 
10am-4 pm.

Friday the 21st of March-Sunday the 23rd of March. Ranfurly Rural Art 
Deco Weekend 

Wednesday the 2nd of April. Monthly meeting University Staff Club

Wednesday the 1st of May. Monthly meeting University Staff Club

Wednesday the 4th of June. Monthly meeting University Staff Club

Drinks & Natter
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The Club has had a letter from Invercargill about a P4 110 suitable for a parts car.

Motor turns over but not running, Bright ware seems OK, and panels all quite 
straight.
Some good wheel trims, bumpers good, interior stuffed.

Contact Invercargill Rover Club member, Nev Dewson on (03) 2172 953 for more 
info, or ring the owner direct, Darryl Butson (027) 2189 321 

From The Editor…
Part Four

P4 110 Parts

The Mechanic

Best Of British ‘08

On pages 10 to 13 is the fourth instalment of “The History Of The 
Rover Car Company” released by British Leyland in the 1970s.

A mechanic was removing cylinder heads from a car when he spotted a 
famous heart surgeon in his shop who was standing off to the side, waiting 
for the service manager to come take a look at his car. The Mechanic 
shouted across the garage, ,"Hello Doctor, please come over here for a 
minute." The famous surgeon, a bit surprised, walked over to the me-
chanic. The mechanic straightened up, wiped his hands on a rag and 
asked argumentatively. "So doctor, look at this, I also open hearts, take 
valves out, grind 'em, put in new parts, and when I finish this will work as a 
new one. So how come you get the big money, when you and me is doing 
basically the same work?" 

The doctor leaned over and whispered to the mechanic "Try to do it when 
the engine is running.

The Best Of British Motoring Day will be held on the 9th of March.
Leaving the Octagon 9am—11am wet or dry, travelling to Livingstonia 
Park Taieri Mouth.
Entry fee $15 per car. 
Special display of Ford cars.
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Minutes of meeting of members, University Staff Club, 7pm Wed 13th February 2008

Ross Allan, Walton Brown, Ian & Eleanore Clark, Lloyd Meikle, Ray Pilley, Alastair      
McInnes, Jan Smith, Norman Sparrow, Jeff Sparrow. 

Roger Aburn, Reid Buchan, Bernie Halford.

Club newsletters received from Christchurch, Nelson, Taranaki.
ARCC January Newsletter -- include in this newsletter
Toko A & P Society. Letter of appreciation for Club member’s attendance at Annual 
Show
Bruce Lindsay re vehicles for sale (1956 Rover 90 x 2) – Norman to reply
NZ Post advising increased rental of Post Box $135 (currently $125) -- agreed 
NZ Federation of Motoring Clubs Minutes of meeting 10/11/2007 -- noted

Resignation   nil
Application for membership   Lloyd Meikle of Brighton (1973 P5BS) -- approved

Subscriptions paid to date    Town 23, Country 25,
Subscriptions outstanding   nil

All British Day – Oamaru 23 February
Taieri Wings & Wheels - 23 February 10am to 4 pm Taieri Airport
Art Deco Weekend   Ranfurly
NZ Classic Car Rally Cromwell - 2/8 March
Best of British Taieri Mouth - 9 March  Leaving Octagon 9 to 11am
ARCC Rally   Nelson - 21/24 March  

Trophy for 50 years ownership of 1957 Rover 90. Ian & Eleanore thanked members for 
the trophy presented at the Toko A P Show, which had come as a complete surprise.
Post Office Box. The treasurer recommended moving the box from The Gardens, to 
South Dunedin   - Agreed
Name Tags      Name Tags be worn at all Club activities.

The meeting closed at 8pm, followed by general discussion asm 14/2/2008
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February 2008.

Here’s hoping you all had a marvellous Christmas and All the Very Best for 
the New Year.

I’ve travelled the West Coast trip and the accommodation and agenda were 
completed in time for our February meeting. The run was made in the 3500 
P6B which ran like a dream until the return trip Westport to the Rangitata. 
The Coast to Coast athletes would have travelled faster I think. 
All fixed now, but that’s another story.

We are now down to six cars with five couples and one family travelling at 
this time. 
This month is a somewhat busy time especially the last two weekends, and of 
course March is the same. With the Wings & Wheels and Ranfurly Art Deco  
weekend 23/24th February our cars will be all over the place. No runs were 
organized as many members had made prior arrangements for the different 
activities.

No takers for the two P4 1956 Rover 90’s in Queenstown.  We have two 
parts cars for this model partly stripped and a P5 so I advised Queenstown 
accordingly.

The last of our Club clothing badges have been used , so if there are enough 
inquiries we will order more.

Have a safe and enjoyable Easter 

Norman S.
President.

IGNITION.

Safe & Happy Roving.
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1907 International Buggy Auto

1911 Veteran AC Sociable

11

2008 Brighton Gala Day
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General Motors has countered claims by Microsoft boss Bill Gates that the

A Short History Of Rover, Part 4 General Motors vs Bill Gates

motor 
manufacturers lag behind the computer industry. 

At a recent computer conference, Gates compared computers with cars 
and said: "If GM had kept up with technology like the computer industry 
we would all he driving $25 cars that got 1000 miles to the gallon. 

But General Motors countered by saying that if it had developed technol-
ogy like Microsoft, we would all be driving cars with the following charac-
teristics: 
For no reason whatsoever your car would crash twice a day. 
Every time they repainted the lines on the road you would have to buy a 
new car. 
Occasionally your car would die on the freeway for no reason, and you 
would just accept this, restart and drive on. 
Occasionally, executing a manoeuvre such as a left turn would cause your 
car to shut down and refuse to restart, in which case you would have to 
reinstall the engine. 
Only one person at a time could use the car, unless you bought Car95" or 
CarNT. But then you would have to buy more seats. 
Macintosh would make a car that was powered by the sun, reliable, five 
dines as fast, and twice as easy to drive, but would work on 5 per cent of 
the roads. 
? The oil, water temperature and alternator warning lights would be re-
placed by a single general car default warning light. 
? New seats would force everyone to have the same size butt. 
? The airbag System would say Are you sure? before going off. 
? Occasionally for no reason whatsoever, your car would lock you out and 
refuse to let you in until you simultaneously lifted the door handle, turned 
the key, and grabbed the radio antenna. 
? GM would require all car buyers to also purchase a deluxe set of Rand 
McNally road maps (now a GM subsidiary), even though they neither need 
them nor want them. Attempting to delete this option would immediately 
cause the car's performance to diminish by 5t per cent or more. Moreover, 
GM would become a target for investigation by the Justice Department. 
? Every time GM introduced a new model car, buyers would have to learn 
to drive all over again because none of the controls would operate in the 
same manner as the old car. 

You would press the start button to shut off the engine.  
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